
Interfaith Worker Justice 

A faith-based organizations that works with 
religious communities to be better advocates 

for low wage worker rights in the United States 



What is your story?  

When did you first realize what injustice is? 
 
When did you realize that we live in an interconnected world, 
that our actions or inactions impact people globally and 
locally?  
 
What do you feel God is calling you to do in response to what 
you see and hear?  



What is organizing? 



What is Organizing? 

 

Altering the relationship between decision 
makers and affected people 



Story of a Village 



What are various ways to do social 
justice ministries? 



Methods of Social Justice Ministries 

• Charity/direct service 

• Community Development 

• Advocacy 

• Organizing 





Bible Study 

Luke 8:40-48 

 



Components of Organizing 

Important terms to know and not confuse: 

 

• Campaign, strategy, tactic 

• Problem, issues, cutting an issue 

• Opponents and decision makers 

 



Principles in organizing 

• People effected ALWAYS take the lead 

• Know what your role is in the in campaign 

• Must have clear goals for the campaign and 
that they are issues, not problems 

• Find allies to collaborate with  

 



Types of Organizing  

• legislative 

• consumer 

• legal/regulatory 

• strike/disruptive 

 



How to organize a legislative visit 

 



Closing reflection 

 



A Future Not Our Own 
 
 

It helps now and then to step back and take a long view. 
The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is beyond our 
vision. 
 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction of the 
magnificent enterprise that is God's work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying 
that the kingdom always lies beyond us. 
 
 



 
No statement says all that could be said. 
No prayer fully expresses our faith. No confession brings perfection, 
no pastoral visit brings wholeness. 
No program accomplishes the Church's mission. 
No set of goals and objectives include everything. 
This is what we are about.  
 
 

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. We water the seeds 
already planted knowing that they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our  capabilities. 
 

 



We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in 
realizing this. 
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 
an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 
 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference 
between the master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own. 
 
Written by Bishop Ken Untener in memory of Archbishop Oscar Romero 


